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Dave & Bart brought a smile to Vinh Son
Their annual visit excites the kids and caregivers alike

One thing that makes FVSO so unique and trustworthy is the annual on-site visit made
by our Board members. This year, Dave Chaix and Bart Ruud made the long journey in
early February; they share their accomplishments and photo’s in this newsletter. Other
FVSO members who will visit the orphanages in February/March are Pat Keegan and
Pat Leary. Delivering help, planning for the future, and smiling...that’s what we do!

FVSO President Dave
Chaix with a special friend
named Y Guan

This was my 7" trip back to Vinh Son, and
although the journey requires a lot of energy,
I never tire of spending time with the kids and
their caregivers. Your donations continue to
make a huge difference in their lives, and I'm
humbled to be the one delivering your love.

Bart and | also met with representatives from
Colour4Kids and Friends of the Central
Highlands, both long-time partners of ours.

You may ask, “How are the kids?” For the
most part, they are healthy, happy and well
cared for. However, their situation in life still
commands our attention. They are the
poorest of the poor in Vietnam.

| personally can’t thank you enough for
helping FVSO bring smiles to Vinh Son.
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My 4™ visit to Vinh Son, | saw generally happy and
healthy children. The nuns and caregivers, though
exhausted, simply move forward in a kind and
loving manner.

| also saw physical plant facilities that have been
funded by FVSO that have vastly improved the
living situation at the various orphanage locations.

| would love the opportunity to live on-site and help
with their agricultural activities. Since that isn't
realistically possible, | can only reiterate that our
projects have, dollar-for-dollar, made an untold
difference for children who otherwise might never
reach adulthood. For them, | Thank You!

Bart Ruud, FVSO Board
Member and Project
Manager, visiting with a
young boy at Vinh Son 1
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Vinh Son Facts

- Population — about 630

Montagnard children in six
facilities

- Administered by the Sisters

of the Miraculous Medal

- Location - Kontum, Vietnam

- $15 feeds, shelters, and

educates one child for one
month




FVSO delivered $11,250 for immediate aid

VS 1 Basic Needs - $1,000

VS 1 Sewing Class Expenses - $100
VS 1 Computer Class Expenses - $100
VS 1 Field Expenses - $200

VS 1 Chainsaw - $250

VS 1 Tubes for Tractor - $150

VS 1 Service Tractor - $50

VS 1 Medical Treatment for Kidney Failure (little girl named Y Ra)

in HCMC - $800

VS 1 Dinner for FVOS, C4K'’s, Other Visitors and Children - $100

Total Vinh Son 1 - $2,850

VS 2 Basic Needs - $1,000
VS 2 Field Expenses - $200
VS 2 Repair Bakery - $25

VS 2 Dig Out and Repair 4 Wells from Flood - $225

Total Vinh Son 2 - $1,450

VS 3 Basic Needs - $500

VS 3 Field Expenses - $200

VS 3 Glasses for 1 Boy - $6

VS 3 Tractor Tires - $150

VS 3 Service Tractor - $50

VS 3 Fund to Repair Bicycles - $94
VS 3 Replenish Medicine Fund - $50
VS 3 Chickens - $50

VS 3 Purchase Generator $550
Total Vinh Son 3 - $1,650

VS 4 Basic Needs - $500

VS 4 Field Expenses - $200

VS 4 Fix Tractor Alternator - $166
VS 4 Service Tractor - $50

VS 4 Tractor Battery - $100

VS 4 Three Children Glasses - $20
VS 4 Three Children Eye Exams $25
VS 4 Replenish Medicine Fund - $89
VS 4 Put in Drain - $300

VS 4 Plaster Building Windows and Doors - $500
Total Vinh Son 4 - $1,950

VS 5 Basic Needs - $500

VS 5 Field Expenses - $200

VS 5 Fix Motorbike - $100

VS 5 Four Pair of Glasses - $50
Total Vinh Son 5 - $850

VS-6 Basic Needs - $500

VS-6 Field Expenses - $200

VS-6 Medical Fund - $50 (establish fund)
Purchase 3 Bikes - $120

Repair 4 Bikes $45

Glasses and Eye Doctor for 1 Sister $30
Glasses for 1 Sister - $7

Water Filters and Purification System - $300
Bedroom Supplies $130

Repair 3 Faucets - $5

Purchase 10 Pigs - $225

Pig Food - $75

Repair Cook Building - $113

Total Vinh Son 6 - $1,800

Sharing the swing at Vinh
Son 2

Dressed for the dance at
Vinh Son 4

Miscellaneous Expenses
Convent Sewing Class Expenses $500
Convent Field Expenses Novices- $200
Total Other - $700

NOTE:

These expenditures are above and beyond
FVSO 2010 planned projects. On-site visits
enable this kind of depth in our support of
Vinh Son.

Bart’s full trip summary is available on our
web site: www.friendsofvso.org

All travel fees are the personal responsibility
of each Board member.

Donations are still needed to achieve our
2010 commitments to the children.




Pictures tell their story better than words

The smiles in these top 3
pictures are brought to you,

courtesy of Bart Ruud

These twin boys from Vinh
Son 1 were born during our
visit last year

Little guy at Vinh So n 2
Checking out the strangers

Sister Gabriel at Vinh Son 3

Abov e:
Children at Vinh Son 1 run to

greet us

At Left: Y Nhun at work in the kitchen
Dance performances at VS 2 at Vinh Son 1

and VS 5




What these kids at Vinh Son 5 a re saying is:

“Please share this newsletter with your
friends and family...anyone who might
like to meet us!”

Please make checks payable to FVSO or Friends of Vinh Son
Donations are gratefully accepted year round

100% of FVSO administrative costs are paid by the Board and Officers




