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by Joseph Young
Visitor Interim Editor

SAUK RAPIDS — On Memorial Day
this year, May 28, Americans took time
out to remember veterans of Iraq,
Europe, Korea and Vietnam.

Clyde Lewandowski iz a Vietnam
veteran who takes time out, on every
day of his life, to remember the people
of Vietnam, especially the children.

Lewandowski, a member of Sacred
Heart Parish in Sauk Rapids, served in
Vietnam as a member of a U8, Army
artillery unit for six months in 1968
before leaving honorably due to non-
combat-related medical reasons.

Lewandowski “celebrated” his 21st
birthday in mid-March, although it
more closely resembled a Fourth of July
celebration, given the for-real “fire-
works” at the Sharon Landing Zone
where his unit was stationed, about 15
miles from the DMZ (demilitarized
zone). A part of his birthday “festivities”
included taking cover as an enemy
attack of mortar, about 20 rounds, land-
ed just outgide the headquarters bat-
tery where Lewandowski and about 100
of his fellow troops were encamped.

The Viet Cong had launched the
mortar attack, Lewandowski recalled,
and he and a few buddies were hun-
kered down in the dark listening to
country music on Armed Forces Radio.
Suddenly a siren blared, indicating an
“enemy  ground attack sending
Lewandowsld his buddies s

“We had not been in Vietnam la:rngf
he said, “and I remember trying to load
the magazine into my M-16 three times
before I realized I was trying to load it

upside-down.”

Fast-forward about four decades, to
February, 2007: Almost 40 years after
he bid good-bye to Saigon, Lewan-
dowski and some other Vietnam vets he
knows, made a pilgrimage of sorts to an
orphanage — the Vinh Son Orphanage
(V80) — in Kontum, Vietnam.

The wisit brought memories and a
ruzh of other emotions, back to life for
Lewandowski.

The six months the young Lewan-
dowski spent in Vietnam in 1968, main-
Iy as a radio-teletype operator near
Quang Tri, South Vietnam, had pretty
much jumhled together in his mind. It's
a blur of bunker-building garbage
detail, monitoring the comings and
goings of helicopters, taking connecting
flights to and from Saigon to feteh mail,
and a litany of other Army chores both
mundane and life-threatening.

Lewandowski has clear memories,
however, of the children.

“I've always had a soft spot in my
heart for Vietnamese lids,” he said. “Of
courze, in 19568 we soldiers were all
kids, too. But we did what we could to
help the kids and connected with the
orphanages that were near our head-
quarters area.

“We gave the kids we encountered
our food and candy, and our St.
Christopher Medals,” Lewandowski
recalled.
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veteran was huunmd I:y t]'lL CAPPESSions
of innocence and trust on those chil-
dren’s faces. He found it impeasible to
forget about his experiences with chil-
dren, most who were orphans of the war.
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