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Contact & Donation Information 
 

     FVSO:  P.O. Box 9322, Auburn, CA 95604-9322 
 
     Email:  FriendsofVSO@gmail.com 
 
     Web:    www.FriendsofVSO.org 
 

Special Projects Update 
 

• Voices of Appreciation 
from the Vinh Son Sisters 

• Projects in Process 
• Building Self Sufficiency 
 

Special Projects Re -Start  
 

$80,000! That’s how much FVSO is 
allocating to a number of special projects 
now that the Coronavirus restrictions have 
been lifted in Vietnam. In addition, the 
funding of Basic Needs will continue each 
quarter as planned. Your donations make all 
this possible and the gratitude at each Vinh 
Son location is expressed by the Nuns 
themselves in this month’s FVSO newsletter. 
Besides caring for the children, they also 
supply all the paperwork and receipts 
needed for the construction projects. It’s 
been a busy year!  
 

The little boy above is two -year old A Jin Min.  He seems to enjoy the new chicken farm at VS-5. Below 
is a very-happy-to-be-back-in-school group of girls  dressed in their uniforms, including masks. 
 



 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          

“Once again, thank you very much for your help.” 
Messages of gratitude from the Vinh Son leadership 

     

          

VS-1:  I am Sr Pierre Marie Y Mar, Sister in charge of Vinh Son 1 orphanage. 
Representing all the Sisters and the orphans, I would like to thank all the 
donors and all the members Board of FVSO who have helped us to repair the 
dorms for the little boys in the grades of the primary school, a small house on 
stilts and a classroom. Although at present there is a big economical crisis in 
all over the world due to the Coronavirus, with the love and the generosity, the 
donors of FVSO still continue to help the orphans to have their dorms to sleep 
in well.  
 

We are very grateful for your good heart which always think of us although the 
geographical distance between us is very far. 
 

VS-2:  I am Sr Teresa Y Klanh, Sister in charge of Vinh Son 2 orphanage in 
Kontum. First of all, I and all the kids of Vinh Son 2 would like to wish all the 
donors and the members Board of FVSO a good health, peace, happiness 
and joy. 
 

We feel very happy to receive your help and your support for the orphans of 
Vinh Son 2 orphanage in Kontum. Thanks to your help, the children here will 
have their good dorms, and their classrooms and we don't know how to thank 
you worthily. We just know to pray God for you every day. Especially may 
God grant you a luckiness in your good work. 
 

VS-3:  First of all, we would like to wish all the donors and the members of 
FVSO a good health and peace. I am Sr Gabriel Y Che in Charge of Vinh 
Son 3 orphanage. Representing all the orphans of Vinh Son 3, today I write 
this letter to say thank you very much for all your help, your love and your 
support for our children of Vinh Son 3 to have enough daily food and money 
to pay the school fees at school. Especially this year, FVSO continue to help 
us to repair the Sisters' bedrooms, the toilets and the room for putting clothes 
for the children. 
 

We feel very happy for your continuation of loving and supporting us now. 

VS-4:  I am Sr Maria Goretti Y Phep in Charge of Vinh Son 4 orphanage. 
First of all, I would like to wish you a good health and send to you our best 
greetings. We would like to thank you very much for supporting us a drilling 
well to have clean water and for helping us to buy the fertilizer for our 
farming. 
 

Thanks to your help, all the orphans of Vinh Son 4 have enough clean water 
to drink every day and to have the good fertilizer for our farming. Your help 
and your support improved the children's daily life here a lot so that they will 
have their better life later on. 
 

“Thanks to your help, our orphans will have their b etter life in the 
future.” 

 



       

“We only know to pray to God to grant you good heal th, peace and 
happiness.” 

VS-5:  I am Sr Maria Y Kham, Sr in Charge of Vinh Son 5 orphanage. First 
of all, representing all the Sisters and all the children, I would like to wish all 
of you of FVSO a good health, peace, happiness and luckiness in your life.  
 

I would like to thank all of you for your generosity and your help in spirit and 
in materials for the children daily activities of Vinh Son 5 orphanage during 
the past time. We would like to pledge that all your money of supports will 
be used for the right purposes and done in the clearest and optimal ways. 
 

May God pay you back a lot of His grace for your great sacrifice for the 
orphans. 
 

VS-6:  I am Sr Y Nhun, Sr in Charge of Vinh Son 6 orphanage. Today I 
would like to thank you very much for your help and your love to the 
orphans of Vinh Son 6. 
 

Thanks to your support, the children have their good, clean toilets and they 
can take a shower and wash clothes well now. We and all the orphans of 
Vinh Son 6 always engrave in our mind all your help in spirit and in 
materials and we think it is the most precious present which we received 
during the past time and we hope you still continue to help us in the future. 
We pray God bless you and all your family and grant you a good health, 
peace and happiness. 
 

      

Projects in Motion 

Whether it’s repairing the boy’s dorm at VS -2, or adding a new well at VS -4, a new all -purpose hall at VS -5,  
creating a chicken farm at VS-5, providing fertiliz er for VS-4, or upgrading the bathrooms at VS-6…thi s year 
will see the largest number of special projects eve r.  And yes, that’s little Jin Min helping out! 



 
 

 

We can help you enlist  new 
benefactors 

• Board Members are available to speak at 
military reunions or to local civilian groups.   
 

• Distribute copies of the monthly FVSO  
newsletter to your friends and interested 
groups. Forward the on-line versions and 
website information via e-mail.   

   
• A Power Point presentation, detailing the 

FVSO story, is available for your use. 
 

• Tell your personal story. Why are you a 
member of this team?  What would you tell 
a potential supporter about FVSO?  Your 
history might prompt others to reach out to 
the children of FVSO.  

 

Legacy Fund 
Update 

 

The goals are: 
 

 $1.0m by Dec 2020 
        $2.0m by Dec 2025 

 

Total Contributions 
 

 $725,551 
 

 

 

 

 
You shop. Amazon gives. 

 

 
Orphanage Facts  

 

About 830 Montagnard children live 
in 7 orphanage facilities in the 
Kontum/Pleiku areas of Vietnam. 
 
$12 per month provides each child 
one nutritious meal every day. 
 
Orphanages are run by the Sisters of 
Miraculous Medal and St. Paul 
Chartres.   

Officers & Board Members  
 

Pat Leary  President 
Nga Wynne  Secretary 
Ken Tokutomi  Treasurer 
Gene Mapa  Asst. Treasurer 
Bart Ruud  Senior VP 
Clyde Lewandowski 1 st VP 
Michael Little  2 nd VP 
Pat McKee  3 rd VP 
Dave Chaix  Board Member 
Hank Gonzales  Board Member  
   

Donation Information  
 

Checks should be payable to FVSO 
or Friends of Vinh Son. 
 
FVSO is a humanitarian, non-profit 
organization approved by IRS code 
501©(3).  Donations are tax 
deductible. 
 
Donations are accepted year round 
and are also available on-line. 

 

“ Self  Sufficiency is the Key ”  
 

Thoughts from Pat McKee, FVSO VP 
 

The key to long term progress is the self sufficiency within 
each Vinh Son orphanage. This is what we dreamed about 
many years ago. They have moved from worrying about 
the next meal to buying fertilizer (pictured below) to grow 
more food to use and sell. This is a huge shift in the way 
they look at life and the future. They have taken some 
major steps towards being self sufficient and now are 
showing the confidence that signals a shift in mind set has 
taken hold. All very rewarding and a validation of our work. 


