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VV  SS  OO    
FFrriieennddss  ooff  VViinnhh  SSoonn  MMoonnttaaggnnaarrdd  OOrrpphhaannaaggee  

The annual donation goal is $125,000.  Through September 8th, we have received 
$65,786 in contributions (not counting the dedicated Challenge Funds).  That means 
our August-December target is now $32,714….We’re closing in on our goal!! 

Fundraising Update 
    

Thanks to you, we’re making steady progress 
against our fundraising target!  Since our last 
communication, we’ve reduced the number 
from $43,774 to $32,714….that’s a swing of 
$11,060 in about a 5-week period.   
 
We’re off to a great start, averaging $2,200 per 
week in contributions, so with 16-weeks left in 
the year, we’re on track to make sure little ones 
like Y Thoa (right) have the promise of a bright 
future.  THANKS for your support!  
 
 

Make it count twice!! 
 

Once again, we are very fortunate to have 
benefactors who enhance and maximize 
our annual fundraising appeal. Beginning 
in August, every dollar donated to Friends 
of Vinh Son will be MATCHED up to 
$24,500. The program ends on December 
31, 2014 or whenever the cap is reached.   
 
Join us in thanking our benefactors 

 

• Dave & Claire Christensen 
 

• Hanson McLain Financial Advisors 
 

• Bruce & Susan Herron 
 

• Bob & Carolyn Lee 
 

• VVA Chapter 535, Nevada County 
 

• Steve Holley 
 

• Fr. Thomas Relihan 

 

Matching Donation Program 
Beginning in August, every dollar donated 
to FVSO will be MATCHED up to $24,500! 

 

Sister Imelda holds one of Vinh Son’s newest 
arrivals, baby Y Thoa 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                           
 

 
 
 
 
 

September 5th – Back To School In Vietnam 

 

 

Before kicking off the new school year, the boys and girls 
attend a Mass in the old Wooden Church, praying for peace 
and success.  They will travel to school by foot or bicycle. 
 

All photos courtesy of Sister Marie Y Kham 

 

 

With funding from FVSO, all the kids from 
Vinh Son 1 through 6 (708 total students) 
receive a healthy daily breakfast, a bowl 
of rice soup with instant rice noodles or 
bread.  They also have a glass of milk. 
The menu varies each day.  
 

They will also be given a small cake or 
candy and a box of milk to take with them 
to school.   

So, you might have the challenge of getting your kids ready for school….try handling 175 eager students!  
These Vinh Son 1 children are excited to learn; from elementary to high school level, they support each other 
every day, in every way.  Although they have no mother and father to guide them or help with homework, they 
know there are groups like FVSO that will provide what they need to succeed in school. 

 



 

 

Kindergarten kids hold onto each other as they begin their education  

Below 1:  VS-1 the class of intermediate students looking sharp in their uniforms. 
 

Below 2:  VS-1 high school students in more casual attire.  A great achievement to progress this far in school. 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Population – approximately 830 
Montagnard children in seven 
orphanage facilities 

 

• Administered by the Sisters of the 
Miraculous Medal & St. Paul 
Chartres 

 

• Location – Kontum/Pleiku, Vietnam  
 

• $12 feeds, shelters, and educates 
one child for one month 

 

Hank Gonzales 
 

Rich Lahey 
 

Clyde Lewandowski 
 

Bart Ruud 
 

Patrick Leary 
 

 
 

 

President - Dave Chaix 
 

Secretary - Dennis Coyne 
 

Treasurer - Colleen Sands 
 

Senior VP - Pat McKee 
 

1st VP - Sr. Marie Dominique 
 

2nd VP - Michael Little 

 

Officers Vinh Son & Sao Mai 
Orphanage Facts 

Please make checks 
payable to FVSO or 
Friends of Vinh Son 
 
Donations are 
gratefully accepted 
year round 
 
100% of administrative 
costs are paid by the 
Board and Officers 

Donation 
Information 

 

Board 

 

Long-term supporting organizations 
 

 189th Assault Helicopter Company 
 Vietnam Veterans of America, 
       Chapter 535, Nevada County, CA 
 Counterparts 
 14th Combat Engineer Btn. Assoc. 
 MilSpec Tours 
 Fr. Luke Tran (VN-SHEP) 

Social Health Education Projects 
 

 
 

  

 
 

We’ve come a long way, but there will always be much to do 

 

That Million Dollar Smile 
Article contributed by Pat Leary, FVSO Board Member 

 
 

FVSO started its mission in June 2005. In these last 9 years, we have averaged donations of $13 per child 
per month. We started out with a rough idea to support maybe 400 kids with basic needs.  Today we support 
over 850 kids because of the wonderful generosity of our donors.  
 

Our consistent growth in donations has given the children and the nuns a strong sense of security.  Today the 
kids and the sisters no longer worry about their next meal.  Because of our reliable donation stream, FVSO 
has been able to coordinate with a number of other dedicated charitable organizations. We have paid the 
Government School Fees in the past, but those fees are now paid by our wonderful partners:  Orphans of 
Kontum (the Netherlands) and Children of Vinh Son (Boise, ID USA).  This allows us to focus our efforts on 
the children’s general needs, such as food, dental and medical care, as well as other urgent requests.  
 

We have been able to partner with VietDreams (Milpitas CA USA) 
to provide clean water. We have also partnered with our Australian 
friends at ASK@VSO for significant infrastructure projects, and 
most recently, Rich Grame (Danville, CA USA).  
 

Because of the stability FVSO provides, we have seen miraculous 
personal growth and development. Today we have a number of 
children going to trade school and university.  
 

None of this would have been possible without a steady, reliable 
stream of $13 per month per child. Oh yes, $13 per month per 
child over 9 years … that is $1 million in donations … wow  a 
million dollar smile for $13 ….Thanks to all our donors, big and 
small … what a proud accomplishment! 
 

Is she smiling because of the healthy meal she just had 
or is she smiling because of the one she’s about to 
have?  Either way, that’s a million dollar smile, made 
possible by your generosity… 
 

Yesterday, Today & Tomorrow 
 

 


