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• The Matching Fund Challenge is off to a good start 
 

• New leadership is announced at the Convent and Vinh  Son 1 
 

• It’s that time of year again, schools reopen in Vie tnam 
 

• Draught results, and a dangerous fever hits the Hig hlands 
 

September -October  2016 Newsletter   -  Volume 13 Issue 8 

 
 

Matching Donation Program  
Beginning in August, every dollar donated to FVSO w ill be 

MATCHED up to $20,000! 
 

Again, we want to thank these benefactors for 
funding “The $20K Challenge” 
 

Hanson McClain Financial Advisors 
Bob and Carolyn Lee 
VVA Chapter 535 Nevada County CA 
Dave and Claire Christensen 
Jerry Sherburne 
Father Thomas Relihan 
Michael and Tina Burke 
 

Please share the FVSO story 
where you can.  Every dollar 
counts and goes directly to 
support the kids. 
 

Matching Fund Update  
 

The numbers are in for August/September: 
 

$17,525 in donations received 
and all will be matched! 

 
That leaves $2,475 in un-matched funds .  
However, benefactors are already lining up 
to fund a 2 nd Challenge that will be 
announced soon. 

Changes i n Leadership  Announced  
 

Sister Imelda Y Biut, formerly the leader of Vinh Son 1, 
has been voted in as the new Mother Superior by the 
Sisters of the Miraculous Medal.  She will relocate to 
the Convent.  Replacing her at VS-1 will be Sister 
Marie Y Kham.   
 

Sister Imelda and Sister Marie:  “Congratulations 
on your new position.  We know you have much 
responsibility and hard work ahead of you.  We 
pray for you and wish you success.  Thank you for 
all you do for the children, the Sisters, and 
caregivers who work at Vinh Son.” 

FVSO 
 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

From the early morning on September 5, 2016, most of 
the children of the six Vinh Son Orphanages were 
ready to return to school after their vacation. All the 
school managing boards and the teacher staffs, along 
with all the students, prepared for their great 
Celebration of the new school year.  The schoolyards 
were beautifully decorated with banners and national 
flags.  A large drum was brought out so that the head 
masters could beat it three rolls after their speeches.  
This would be the signal to begin the new school year. 
 

But what a pity! On the morning on September 5, 2016, 
in all the areas of Kon Tum province, it rained all the 
morning, so all the students and all the teachers had to 
celebrate their great feast of their new school year 
2016-2017 in their classrooms. Although they weren't 
happy because of the bad weather, most of the 
students felt very glad to renew old friendships and 
begin new ones with their classmates and teachers. 
Most of them were proud to pass in their upper classes 
this new school year and are very proud to wear their 
new school uniforms, white shirts with blue trousers 
and red scarves. 
 

They all know well that thanks to FVSO's donors and 
others that they have enough food and medicines, 
enough books, notebooks and school supplies for their 
studies at school.  They promised in their hearts, to try 
their best to return their donors favor and then they will 
have good jobs in the future to take care of themselves 
and their families. They always pray God bless all the 
donors and grant the donors good health, luckiness 
and happiness in their lives. 

Report from Sister Josie 
 

 

 

Let the Sc hool Year Begin  
 

Every year, we share the eager faces of 
the Vinh Son and Sao Mai children as 
they celebrate the beginning of another 
year of learning and discovery.  We 
wish them all GOOD LUCK! 

 



 

Education Is a Huge Commitment  
 

Each year, the cost to send one child to school 
seems to grow.  This year, the total cost is about 
$80 per child.  This includes uniforms (required 
by the government), books, backpacks, tuition 
and miscellaneous fees.   
 

The children are fortunate to have several 
benefactors to fund much of these costs, such 
as The Orphans of Kontum . Based in the 
Netherlands, their sole mission is to support 
education for the Vinh Son orphanages.  
Another charitable group, Children of Vinh 
Son, focuses on nutrition, but also helps with 
educational needs.   Along with FVSO, these 
groups ensure that each student will have the 
opportunity to follow their dreams and reach 
their potential.   
 

The Sisters at the six Vinh Son sites in the 
Kontum area are able to send off almost 700 
kids, of all ages and grade level, to their first day 
of school.  Think about that for a second…700 
kids…the first day of school…what a magnificent 
job done by the Sisters and caregivers every 
day, every year. 
 
The Sisters at Sao Mai orphanage in Pleiku 
have the same challenges and accomplish the 
same remarkable results. 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

• Population – approximately 830 
Montagnard children in seven 
orphanage facilities 

 

• Administered by the Sisters of the 
Miraculous Medal & St. Paul 
Chartres 

 

• Location – Kontum/Pleiku, Vietnam  
 

• $12 feeds, shelters, and educates 
one child for one month 

  Hank Gonzales 
  Rich Lahey 
  Clyde Lewandowski 
  Bart Ruud 
  Dave Chaix 
  J. Glah & S. Fisher 
 

 

 
President – Pat Leary 
 

Secretary - Open 
 

Treasurer - Colleen Sands 
 

Senior VP - Pat McKee 
 

1st VP - Sr. Marie Dominique 
 

2nd VP - Michael Little 

 

Officers Vinh Son & Sao Mai  
Orphanage Facts 

Please make checks 
payable to FVSO or 
Friends of Vinh Son 
 

Donations are 
gratefully accepted 
year round 
 

100% of administrative 
costs are paid by the 
Board and Officers 

Donation 
Information 

Board  of 
Directors 

Long -term supporting  organizations  
 

� 189th Assault Helicopter Company 
� 227th Assault Helicopter Battalion (A and D Companies) 
� Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 535, Nevada 

County, CA 
� Counterparts Association 
� 14th Combat Engineer Btn. Association 
� MilSpec Tours (800-953-5812) 
� Fr. Luke Tran (VN-SHEP) Social Health Education Projects 
� Fr. Relihan, Sacred Heart Church, Ione, CA 
� Rotary Club of San Juan Capistrano, CA 
 

Advisory Board  
      John Scott 
      Bruce Herron 

Words to live by 
 

I’ve seen and met angels wearing the 
disguise of ordinary people living 
ordinary lives. 
 

— Tracy Chapman 
 
Even if you’re on the right track, you’ll 
get run over if you just sit there. 
 

     — Will Rogers 
 

News from John Ho, English teacher at Vinh 
Son 1: 
 

There was a big epidemic of petechial fever in 
Kontum, Pleiku and Dak Lak, causing many 
deaths.  Some VS-1 children got the fever, but we 
were lucky that none died thanks to the medical 
help from FVSO, our medical Sister and nurses. 
The children received good treatment in time. 
 

Although we had the bad draught, the harvest of 
cassava is good, but the price is low and cheap.  
Coffee beans and rubber latex are also cheap.  I 
saw many rubber and coffee trees used for 
fireweed because of the cheap price.      

Education in Vietnam  
 

Education in Vietnam is divided into five levels: preschool, primary school, secondary school, high 
school and higher education. Formal education consists of twelve years of education basic. Basic 
education consists of five years of primary education, four years of intermediate education, and three 
years of secondary education. The majority of basic education students are enrolled on a half-day 
basis. 
 

The main educational goal in Vietnam is improving people’s general knowledge, training quality human 
resources and nurturing and fostering talent. The school year is divided into two semesters. The first 
semester begins in late August or early September and ends some time before Lunar New Year, while 
the second one begins right after the first one and lasts until June.                                 From Wikipedia 
 


