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VV  SS  OO    
FFrriieennddss  ooff  VViinnhh  SSoonn  MMoonnttaaggnnaarrdd  OOrrpphhaannaaggee  

Status Report from Pres. Dave Chaix 
 

I hope you enjoyed the last FVSO newsletter and articles by some of our first time 
visitors to the orphanages. Our stay was shorter than planned, but very enjoyable 
for we travelers as well as helpful for the children and the Sisters. 
 

During our visit, we distributed $8,725 for the following projects: basic needs, field 
expenses, tractor maintenance, education, a back-up generator, bicycle repair, 
material for the carpenter shop, fence repair and medicine. If this sounds like a lot, 
it was.  The needs were serious, and we were happy to address them immediately. 
 

 

Since then, we have also transferred $20,380 to cover March through June. The funds were approved for food, 
soap/detergent, medicine, rebuilding the kitchen and dining room at VS-1, and repairing the bakery at VS-2. 
 

Additional funds for food will be sent again in June and October.  We are joined in this effort by our good friends, 
Orphans of Kontum, VN, the Netherlands.  This fine organization will also supplement our commitment to fund the 
government school fees this August. 
 

Also in August, FVSO plans to participate in a comprehensive dental clinic that will include support from East Meets 
West and Friends of the Central Highlands.  We are hoping to work with Friends of the Central Highlands with 
follow up dental visits in Pleiku.  This program is in its 3rd year, we would like to continue it. 
 

We are in the planning stages of a large building project at VS-6 with partners from France and Australia.  This 
started out to be a simple dining room project, but has now been expanded, requiring more design and building 
permits from the local government.  This was originally funded by FVSO, but with the expansion of the project, we 
will work closely with the other charitable groups to maximize our resources. 
 

Board member, Patrick Leary, has just returned from Kontum & Pleiku, where he worked with a French-Vietnamese 
group, with offices in Paris and HCMC, who focus their efforts on education and jobs.  More information on this 
potential partnership will be shared as it develops.  Our goal is to do as much as we can to enable the Vinh Son 
children to become more successful as adults.    
 

Patrick also left $2,525 in funds to repair the tractor at VS-4, replenished bicycle parts and opened discussions with 
an orphanage in Pleiku.  This would be new territory for FVSO, so it will require more evaluation.  There is a special 
connection here, however, and we hope to share the full, heartwarming story in a future publication. 
 

Our work continues with the above projects and, of course, with any and all unplanned needs that arise throughout 
the year.  “Thank You” for supporting our efforts to help these wonderful children.  Without you, we could not 
continue.                     

Total disbursements made in the 1st quarter 2011 are $31,630 
 



 

Board member, Clyde Lewandowski, returns to Vietnam 
The kids pull him back, year after year 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

What is it that drives the desire to travel back to Vietnam?   Did we leave 
something there when we left at the end of our first tour, or is there a 
beckoning force that draws us to the country?  After years of thought, I 
still haven’t resolved that question.  There was a knot in my stomach 
when I left for the airport to return, once again, to Vietnam.  My sense 
was that the trip would be problematic, but I didn’t understand why.   An 
hour into the flight out of San Francisco, I told myself that this, my 4th trip 
back to Vietnam, would certainly be my last.  Things don’t always go as 
planned. 
 

Once in Kontum, we were unable to secure government approval to visit 
the outlying Vinh Son locations, which meant we would spend all our time 

at Vinh Son 1 & 2.   I was overjoyed to see all the kids again.  They genuinely welcomed us and happily accepted the many 
gifts we travelers brought from home.  Some children, who have relatives in the region, had already left for short family 
visits during the TET holiday.  From the hugs of those remaining at the orphanage, however, it was evident they 
considered us to be their “adopted” grandparents.  Their songs and dances thrilled us and were wonderful entertainment, 
but their smiles were contagious. 
 

Since the government had limited which locations we could visit, we needed to find a way to meet with the Sisters from 
the outlying sites.  Fortunately, the new Mother Superior took time out of her busy schedule to see us and solve this 
problem.  At the beginning of our 2nd day, she invited us to lunch and, to our delight, the Sisters from all 6 Vinh Son 
locations were present.  This was a very important and productive meeting, not to mention, quite enjoyable.  We learned 
more about the individual needs at each location, gained a better understanding of the local educational system, and 
committed to our continued support.  
 

After all the long stares and infectious smiles, I realized that I would continue doing everything possible to support the 
children and their caregivers, and to take every available avenue to return to them…again and again.    
 

 

“Their smiles were contagious!” 

 

 

 

“Don’t worry.  Grandpa Clyde will 
 come back soon!” 

 



 

Welcome Aboard!  Our new Treasurer, Colleen Sands 
Read about her emotional visit to Vinh Son 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Colleen Sands grew up in Lafayette, California.  For 25 
years, she has worked in the fields of project 
management, facilities management, & construction 
management throughout the United States and 
Indonesia.  She now makes her home in the hills 
above Auburn, California, with her husband, Tim, and 
their three canine companions.  
 

Colleen has been active in many local organizations, 
including serving as Treasurer for the Relay For Life 
and as a founder of the Pleasant Ridge Education 
Foundation.   
 

Witnessing, firsthand, what the Vinh Son facilities 
provide for the children, and how FVSO plays such a 
pivotal role in that effort, has encouraged Colleen to 
accept the position as Treasurer of Friends of Vinh 
Son.  Along with the children, we thank her!           
 

An Eye Opening Experience 
 

I had heard about this incredible trip to Kontum, Vietnam, for many years from my father-in-law.  He had expressed a 
desire to go one day and wanted my husband, Tim, and me to accompany him.  I wished to go for numerous reasons, and 
honoring the memory of my own father was one of them.  I was a small child when he served multiple tours of duty on a 
ship off the coast of North Vietnam.  He too had expressed a desire to travel to peace-time Vietnam one day; 
unfortunately, that was not to be for either one of them.  In their honor, Tim and I signed up for the adventure. 
 

Tim and I do not have any children of our own, which made this journey all the more meaningful.  I did go with some 
trepidation, however, fearing that I would fall in love with all the children and want to bring some back with us.  Our friends 
even joked that we wouldn’t be returning with souvenirs, but instead, we’d be bringing back kids in our carry-ons. 
 

In my mind, I also had pre-conceived images of orphanages, picked up from old movies, so I really didn’t know what to 
expect.  I hadn’t done any pre-trip homework to learn more about the orphanages, but, in retrospect, it was best to 
experience Vinh Son without prior research.   
 

The morning we went to visit Vinh Son 1, I was anxious and excited.  It was also Tim’s birthday.  The little ones were 
clamoring at the railings for our attention and I was struck by their delightful, cheerful squeals of glee.  They were obviously 
well cared for, healthy and happy.  We were greeted by a huge group of children in the main hall, where they sang songs, 
danced and played music.  They even sang Happy Birthday to Tim. 
 

After watching the children perform for about 20 minutes, I had a very specific realization.  Each and every one of these 
children was an “orphan” but that didn’t mean they didn’t have a family.  Some had extended families that they 
occasionally visited; others had siblings living with them at the orphanage.  But within the confines of Vinh Son, everyone 
was an integral part of a large and loving family, children and caretakers alike, and they took wonderful care of each other.  
To remove a child from this environment, from their home and culture, and plunk them into our life would be wrong.  
Instead of making a difference in just one child’s life, we’re committed to help the Friends of Vinh Son make a difference in 
the lives of all the children.  The kids didn’t need to come home with me…they were already home.  
 

Colleen Sands, FVSO Treasurer 
 

 

Thanks Alan! 
During his time as treasurer, Al 
Brooks ensured that FVSO remain 
on solid financial footing.  Lucky for 
us, he will remain a vital member of 
our Board. 

 

Hard to tell who was 
having the most fun! 

“Uncle Al” was always a welcome 
sight at Vinh Son 



 

Making progress at Vinh Son 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
     
 

 

 Population – approximately 680 
Montagnard children in six 
orphanage facilities 

 

 Administered by the Sisters of the 
Miraculous Medal 

 

 Location - Kontum, Vietnam  
 

 $12 feeds, shelters, and educates 
one child for one month 
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Officers 
Vinh Son  

Orphanage Facts 

Please make checks 
payable to FVSO or 
Friends of Vinh Son 
 

Donations are 
gratefully accepted 
year round 
 

100% of administrative 
costs are paid by the 
Board and Officers 

Donation 

Information 

 

Board 

 

 

Project Management at work 
 

LEFT a little boy surveys his “broken” home, 
but soon it will be new again.  RIGHT sits the 
tractor in much need of repair, from seat to 
tires to transmission. 
 

BELOW LEFT sits a new computer that now has 
Internet access so they can see our 
newsletters.  BELOW is a caregiver with the 
brand new washing machine, a first for the 
orphanage. 
 

These projects, and others, were the focus of 
this year’s visit. 

  

 

  

 


