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 Fundraising & Project update 

 School report from Mr. Ho 

 An invitation to visit Vietnam 

 These boys show a lot of heart 

 Dental Program a big success 
 
 

Fundraising Update 
 

So far, the Aug-Sep donations are 
strong, totaling $16,618, which leaves 
a balance of $9,382 in the matching 
fund.  Assuming the matching funds 
will be received, our year-end goal of 
$125,000 is within reach.  We need: 
 

          $28,579.  Thank-You! 
 
 

 
Most of the older children here get up at 4:30am, then go to 
church at 5:00; afterword, they have their breakfast of bread and 
milk, sugar or instant noodles.  Then it’s time to dress into their 
school uniforms and leave for school at 6:20. The classes start at 
7:00 and end at 10:30.  
 

For the older children, some of them go to school in the morning 
and the others go to school in the afternoon. The classes start at 
1:00pm and end at 4:30.  The children of the primary school go to 
school all day but they come home at 10:30 and they have lunch 
in their orphanage and then they continue to go to school in the 
afternoon from 1:30 to 5:30. They eat rice, meat, fish, vegetables, 
and fruit for their lunch.  All the students of the senior high school 
go to school by bike. 
 

The children of the junior go to school by bike or on foot, and they 
go to school only half a day .For the children of the primary school, 
they go to school by minibus of the orphanage .The bus driver 
takes them to school at 6:30 and he takes them back to Vinh Son 
1 orphanage at 10:30 and then he retakes them to school at 1:30 
and takes them back at 4:30. 
 

They all are happy and have their good solidarity with their 
classmates at school.  In the beginning of their new school year, 
they are very glad with their new, clean school uniforms. They can 
make friends at school easily with their ethnic minority classmates 
or Vietnamese classmates. They have their Vietnamese teachers 
who love them, help them especially in their classes and there is 
 

 

This report was written by Mr. John Ho 
and the group photos (see next page) were 
supplied by Sister Martha. The top two 
classes live at VS-1; the bottom photo of a 
primary class comes from VS-5 (note their 

traditional clothing).  

 

It’s Back-to-School 
 

All the schools celebrated 
the Feast of the New School 
Year on September 5th. We 
asked Mr. Ho to describe the 
typical day in the life of the 
Vinh Son 1 children.   

 

Non-Funded Project List 
 

 $5,194   School fees 

 $3,330   VS-1 Girls washroom 

 $12,240 VS-4 Security Fence 

 $4,367   VS-4 NEW girls dorm 

 $2,470   VS-5 Vaulted house 
 

NOTE:  School fees are paid by 
Orphans of Kontum, Netherlands 
and FVSO. 

      



      

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
                                           

 

 
 

 

 

 

Good luck to all of our Vinh Son & Sao Mai students 

 
 

 

 

no discrimination or any maltreatment at school for the ethnic minority children.  At 4:30, all the children come back to 
their orphanage. From 5pm to 6pm, they can play soccer, badminton, volleyball or skipping rope. 
 

They eat meat, eggs, fish, vegetables, bananas for their dinner at 6:00.  They do their homework or try to learn by heart 
the lessons from 7:00pm to 8:30pm (this is a schedule for the weekdays). In the evening on weekends, they can watch 
TV or read story books or picture books.  They go to bed at 9:30pm.   
 

All of the orphans of all the six orphanages feel very glad and happy to have more classmates and teachers at school. 
They wish they would have their good jobs in the future to improve their own lives and their family. 

 



Have you ever thought about visiting Vietnam? 
If the answer is “Yes” check this out 

Clyde Lewandowski (pictured at right), an FVSO Board Member and avid 
traveler to Southeast Asia, has designed a Vietnam tour that has 
something for everybody.  If you seek adventure, this is it! 
 

PACKAGE PRICE IN USD/PERSON with group of 11 or more 
 

$1,925 per person shared room 
$2,360 per person individual room 
** Plus $185 per person for domestic air tickets from Saigon/DaNang & 
Nha Trang/Saigon.  Excludes international & domestic airfare. 
 

For information, please contact: 
Clyde Lewandowski 
clew4@midco.net     Phone:  320-293-6426 (after October 3rd please) 
 

 

Day 1:   April 17, 2014: Arrival Saigon / Da Nang / Hoi An  
 

Day 2:   Hoi An 
 

Day 3:   Hoi An – Da Nang – Hue  
 

Day 4:   Hue 
 

Day 5: Hue – Quang Tri – La Vang Holy Land – Dong Ha – DMZ  
 

Day 6:   HW9 – Khe Sanh – Aluoi - Ashau Valley  
 

Day 7:   Aluoi – Indochine Cross Road – Ngoc Hoi - Kontum  
 

Day 8:   Kontum 
 

Day 9:   Kontum – Pleiku  
 

Day 10: Pleiku – Ban Methuot – Lak Lake  
 

Day 11: Ban Me Thuot – Nha Trang  

 

 

Day 12:  Nha Trang 
 

Day 13:  Nha Trang – Saigon. 
 

Day 14: Saigon – Cu Chi tunnels – Tay Ninh  
 

Day 15:  Saigon 
 

Day 16:  Saigon Departure 
 

Anyone interested is invited to contact 
Clyde for more details.  He can tell you 
what’s included & excluded in the tour 
package, as well as what sights you’ll 
see along the way.  For sure, there will 
be a visit to Vinh Son and Sao Mai 
orphanages so you can meet the 

children firsthand. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Population – approximately 830 
Montagnard children in seven 
orphanage facilities 

 

 Administered by the Sisters of the 
Miraculous Medal & St. Paul 
Chartres 

 

 Location – Kontum/Pleiku, Vietnam  
 

 $12 feeds, shelters, and educates 
one child for one month 
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President - Dave Chaix 
 

Secretary - Dennis Coyne 
 

Treasurer - Colleen Sands 
 

Senior VP - Pat McKee 
 

1st VP - Sr. Marie Dominique 
 

2nd VP - Michael Little 

 

Officers 
Vinh Son & Sao Mai 

Orphanage Facts 

Please make checks 
payable to FVSO or 
Friends of Vinh Son 
 

Donations are 
gratefully accepted 
year round 
 

100% of administrative 
costs are paid by the 
Board and Officers 

Donation 

Information 

 

Board 

 

Organizations supporting FVSO 
 

 189
th
 Assault Helicopter Company 

 Vietnam Veterans of America, 
       Chapter 535, Nevada County, CA 
 Counterparts 
 4

th
 Infantry Division Association 

       (NY & NJ Chapter) 

 14th Combat Engineer Btn. Assoc. 
 MilSpec Tours 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

The heart of an orphan 
Saved from an early grave, they are doing just fine! 

 
 

A Deng is 9 yrs old and in the 
4

th
 grade.  A Long is 3 yrs old 

and in kindergarten.  Both 
boys are from the Xedang 
tribe and live at VS-1 

In our August newsletter, we 
highlighted the bakery at VS-4.  
That project was actually funded 
by our partners at ASK@VSO      
(Australians Supporting Kids).  
Coordinator Derek Smith invites 
you to visit his web site to learn 
about their great work at VS: 
 

http://www.askatvso.com/ 

These two happy, healthy little guys would 
very likely not be posing for pictures as they 
were in my last visit in August of 2012. You 
see, what they are showing us is their scars 
from open heart surgery when they were 
infants. Both were born with serious heart 
defects and needed to be repaired or the 
prognosis was not good.  
 

Your donations made the surgeries 
possible as VSO paid for the operations.  
As you can see, the boys are doing great 
and have a full life ahead of them. Being 
able to witness small miracles like these 
makes my service on the VSO Board most 
rewarding. 
 

Pat McKee, Senior VP, FVSO 

 

Pleiku Dentist – VS 3, 4 & Sao Mai 

147 children 
$1,950 
Funded by: 

 Dave and Claire Christensen  

 Bob and Carolyn Lee  

 Bruce and Susan Herron  
 

East Meets West Clinic – VS 1, 2, 5, 6  

379 Children 
$6,000 
Funded by: 

 Scott and Valerie Hanson 

 Paul and Nancy St. Pierre  
 Tim and Anne Sullivan 

Dental Project Summary 
526 children were given dental care at a total cost of $7,950 

“The children’s dental health is much improved year over year.” 
 

1,056 Fluoride treatments @ $1,245 supported by Mike & Katherine Beiting 

 


